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SERMON 
240" PREACHD before the \.. 
LORD MAYOR, 


ammo — 


—_ — 


Proyerbs, Chap; IV*: Ver. 34, The 
former part of the Verſe, 


| Righteouſneſs exalteth a; Nation. 


$ bw E word, which we here'tranſlate 

Righteouſneſs, and which 'is ſome- 

| times usd 1n Scripture , to.;lignifie the 
| pr vertues of Juſtice 'or Mexcy,, 
as. in many places, more eſpecially of ' 

this Book of Proverbs, a more. large and 
comprehenſive 1ignification ; taking4in 
' the whole of Religion, or the univerſal- 
| prachce - 
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Chap, 11. 


neſs exdlteth a Nati, 


and reſpected Anil reverencd 'by 
3 broad: a'madking it, us the'Prophet-- Pew 
phany ipeaks, ut name antl n prazje among 


bs practice of Piety and Vertue, In this 
" lenſe we find it usd no lefs than three 


times in one Chapter, where it is oppos'd 
to wickedneſs, tr Ygr fn, and a 

evil in general, on uy 2 al; jy 
to be »cnerally 00 vj of vertue, obe- 
dience, and a perfuit of that which is good. 
And that this as the ſane, nn; whach it 
muſt be- here taken, 1s evident from the 
oppolition of 4t to ln, i in the Verle out of 
which I have choſen m PLA: Righteouſ- 


foris.u reproach 
to any People. 


By exalting a Nation is meant , the 
rendering '1t a'great-and a famons., a 
flouriſhing and mighty nation, abound- 
ing with bleflings 'of all ſorts at home, 
all a- 


all the nations '6f theeenrth, that1oit ma may 


be {aid of it,'as it was of oNd 'of the! 
dren of Tirdel, avhat 'one nation 14 He (nth | 
» Sam, 7-08 wo this People. 


The 


- 
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The full fenſe and meaning then 6: 


my Zext may be Ht:-within the com 
pals of this ſingle 
Religion, or the unaverſal prattife of prety 
and. wertue, tt any ndtron, will: infallibly 
make th a great anda heppy nation... 

For the clearing and making good of 
' which propotition,, E thall endeayonr to 

OVE, 

Fixft, That Religion doth, in its own 
nature, very much tend to promote the 
publick good and ptofperity.of any na- 


tion. 


- Secondly; Thad it olves tt a ſcotwe Title 
to the prottetion,, —_ and blefting; off. 
God, whois the fupreme Lord and = : 


ertour of the World, arid; /etteth: ap 


propokition, viz. that = 


Fay 


pulleth down nationswher! ahdas he plea . 


eth. 


Firſt, Fhat Religion-dothy, in its owm: 
much tent to- /promote-the - 


nature.,. very 


publick good and: proſperity of any>na- . 
tion. And here, iff my tame would give - 


nie leave, it wonkl-be yery' caly-to-{yow; 


how- 


% 


w. 
"SY w 
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bow great an influence every particular 
vertue has,towards the happineſs or well- 
being of any 'people; but, this being too 
large a ſubiec&t for the preſent, I muſt 
content my ſelf with a ſhort proof of theſe 
following particulars, which; T hope, will 
abundantly illuſtrate and. confirm the 
truth of the propoſition now 1n hand. 

Firfli, That Religion conduceth very 
much towards the preſerving any nation 
in peace, both at home and abroad. 

Secondly, Towards'the making it cau- 
tious, valiant and ſucceſsful in war. -: 

Thirdly, Towards the increaſe of it's 
Riches, plenty and trade, And 

Fourthly and Laftly, Towards the gain- 
ing honour and reſpect to it, from all the 
nations round about at. 

Firft, That Religion conduceth very. 
much towards the preſerving any nation 
in peace, both at'home and abroad. 

And Firſt, For Domeſtick peace, which: 
mult certainly be well-ſecur'd, where ever; 


the Laws of Religion are well oblerv'd;: 
becauſe 
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beexiſe by theſo'the very for *% 
mane cauſes/of: all fer F | 
rels and diviſions/'m ahy:nation,,willbe " S 
cither effectually ftopp, or \tptally" res 
mov'di/ (For; as "Se Fames puts the ques 
ſtiot1' From whencerrome warr and? Sight- cio. .. 
ines among-you, come they not hence, evex-of 
your tufts,' that war in your members ? And 
are nov the! Laws of Religion'/adihirably 
well fitted, for the quieting and'{appre1- 
ſing of theſe Luſts 2 Will they not ef- 
feQually' remove thoſe ſins,which are the 
fruitful cauſe of all. our Civil diſcofds and 
contentions, and, by'ſo doing, make room 
for peace andiquietneſs toccomelunto.us; 
and 'ericonrage and 1nvite- them: t6-take 
up'their abode with'us ? But, tobe more 
icullaet r1 11979 boy borwakt 

'- How-is it: poſlible there ſhould be any 
room for.quarrels'andcontentions,in that 
Nation,where allMen's conbleſo Benlts 
ons ſhallbe carefully Kept: under 4 1 wo- 
vernmentand ſubxction;wherethereſhall 
be no bluckplots of.envy; nor bluitering 


B ſtorms 


— — 
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belongs 


on of rage and avget; to difturb-the 
common peace and-quiet; whererevenge 


and mahee; pride nd ambition, Jhall 


have to place, but an univerſal even- 
nels and tweetneſs of temper, an univer- 


- ſal mecknels..and:contemtednels of mind}; 


fhall obtainamong Men.? where no Man 
fhall invade another's right or property, 
but all hall be exaMy-juiban gxyingeach 
other-their dues,1of what nature or kind 
loever ; where Kings thall Rule thear 
People with equity arid tenderneſs,. and 
Subxedts ſhall obey with Zeal and Loy- 
alty, the one enjoy hs Prerogative le- 


_ cure, and the other-be undifturb'd. in the 


poſſeſſion of their Lawful Rights; where 
the Duties of all Relations fha]k be. nice- 
ly oblerv'd, and every Man 1ball:snyoy 
his own and not meddle with that which 
to another, In a word; where 
Mem thalb heartily and Gncevely: hove 
each other, earneſtly deſire cachi other's 
good, and faithfully and induſtriouſly 


endeavour to promote 1t:z where they! 
ſhall 


Hat it "E) Þ one another's 

Hut pep and re = apes iy 
doifts- Th jaiies , and \x dy\"to” forgive” 
ther whit” ground of eyeh preteice ie 
quifrelling Tan there be in ſuch a Na- 


tlon'2. + 4 30:1 Q 10; eb(1 | 934 $8 os v11O( 


"And4alitd; it maſt by whereſgever true 
Religion: bears ary. uhverſa] fray” for 
this'{ces bounds fo. our Paſſi obs?" mortify- = 
eth/ our inorditiate Infts avid affeftions, and 5... 
fills/ us with- brotherly Toe and: ery mew 
This i&is/ which teacheth ? ws" Ueny at wm. 137, 
"If, t6' 6 to other men, as We n 
awould they ſhorld'a0-unto 15: t0 20 grey 10 Co 
far;' UhBfey e wy body-&f& the "IÞIHes 
are therrs, and to endeavour” if; it oe 
ble, as much as lyeth 7 ”n ts,t0 lit e peaccably 
with all men.” JOTLYYT CON TIOTET THODKS OO 
And theti,as for peach abBldg! 'R cliph- 
on has already. more than half abtain 
this, by Yai pak at? home. '* -Phe 
greateſt encouragement, which-F orbien: 
erscan poffibly have to'make war upon a= 
ny Nation, are the Civil Diſcords and In- 
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teſtine Quarrels that devour and weaken 
it within. They, know that a Ammgdom 


divided againft it ſelf cann3t land; and that, 
they ſhall obtain an cafie victory there, 


where even their enemies ſhall deſtroy 


one another, and fight, tho' not profel- 


ſedly, yet -1n reality, their Battles,,. and 
on their ſide: but they know alſo, by; pa- 

rity of reaſon, that a Kingdom United 
in it ſelf can hardly fall, and that where 
a Whole Nation ſhall combine together 
as one Manas Religious Nationsalwayp 
will, it will become Invincible, and, like 
a mighty Fortreſs, {ecur'd without with 
ſtrong gandwell- cemented Walls andwiths 
in by areſolute and faithful Garriſon,not. 
only receive the moſt .1mpetuous attacks 
of their Enemies, without much. impreſ- 
ſ10n, but likewiſe return them with re- 
doubled force and fury. And therefore 
they will not care for medling with ſuch. 
a Nation, where they are more likely to 
become a prey, than to obtain one, 


But 
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* But beſides, Religion will moſt: cer; 6 3 
cainly preſerve any People, from giving /,* 


Foreign Nations.juſt grounds)and;occa- 
ſfionsof War ; forat will not onely teach 
them to give all other Nations their quſt 


dues; tn every reſpect, but likewiſe: to 0 
| friendly, helpful-and afſfiſtant to: them, 


and, as far as they can ſerve one. with-- 


out: diſſerving the-other, to be kind and 
uſeful to them all. And then ſurely, 
where \no cauſes of War are given, we 
may reaſonably-:expect there ſhould. be 
no War; ,where the ſeeds of Peace. are 
ſown, we muſt naturally hope to Reap! 


.-- the tm! 
But 1f, through the -unreaſonableneſs! 


and juſtice of; other nations, 1t ſhould. 
i{ometimes/{o. happeri;as/we have often; 


{cen'it has, that a-Religious nation, right 
Or Wrong, muſt be forc'd to take up arms, 


and to engage in.war : let: thoſe” 'people: 


who- have-unjultly,;proyokd- 1t know , 


that they: have rouz'd' a-very dangerous; 


and formidable enemy; as will apptar; 
Second-- 


from conſidering : 


we. tp * 
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Ir Secondly : That Religion conduc&th 


bh 2% m—_ - 


very much, towards the making any na- 
tion cautious, valiant; and : {ucceſgtul's uv 
war. For, tho Religion i is an utter"@L 
nemy -to all quarrelling, and willingly- - Jt 
begins no-wars, yet, when 1n deferice-oÞ | 
it {elf it is ford intothe Field, it general.) 
ly ends them wvictorioully. And I am 
verily per[waded you-will he of opinion | 
that it can hardly poſliblybe otherw}fs i 
when I ſhall have. _—_ you a full view 
of a nation, truly Religious, in-1t's arts! 
Firſt then, ou have-here-an Army 
of men, that are prepar'd and fitted by- - 
their vertues for all the hardſhips and 
fatigues of War ; that have neither 
craz'd their bodily conſtitutions by in- 
temperance, loft their active ſpirits in'a 
Lethargy of lazynels, nor broken their 
courage by efteminacy. But , on the 
contrary, of men whom Religion has 
preſerv'd in their firm health, ſtrength 
and vigour,whom it has inur'd to labour 
and bulineſs, and accuſtom'd to deſpiſe: 


and 


2 
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and avoid all the foftning and e 


arts of delicateneſs and þ <a: W. "_— 
. Secondly, Y on have herea body final} - KS» 
that have becnexquilutely well &fe _ 

and train'd up in the ſchool of Rel: bee 
inal the prudent arts of care and Hh "I 


fulneſs ; that are taught to'be wiſe as 
Jerpents, to watch and be always upon 
_ their guard,to lay hold of all opportyni- * 
ties' that may make' for them, ahd to be | 
ſure to:give their, adverſaryes none a- 
gainſt them. - Ot: mien, that will avoid 
all thoſe vices, which-render them care- 
lets and neghgent ui their dutyes,and lay 
them-open tothe deligns of 'their” ene". 
mies- ; and- netther drink themſelves. 


out of a capacity of ne+ 

fiſtingithem; as the: {ma- nnd all 
lokites and Syridns Hid-of 

old-; nor yet;like mat 

liſhi* Carthatimiane;: Ba: Moat ni f ao i pe +4 


dice. . Liv 23.6 18. 


crifice- , their opportuni- 

ties of yidtory and +ſnctels; tor the try 

as! - re tos of. ſome. loitd debauchi; 74 We 
Or [Oe 10- . "ul 


I'2 
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2 but of men,that will preſerve their heads 


cool, their eys open, and their whole 
body in a fit and (ready poſture; topre- 
vent their | enemies (deſigns, and execirt 
their own. TE 
Thirdly, Add to this, that a Religiviis 
army will be- careful to engage in none, 
but a juſt and good cauſe; And, how. 
much the goodneſs of their cauſe witt i1- 
creaſe their ſtrength and enfpirit their 
courage, our reaſon ', as 


ah Eon vin bikes in 3 je Well as the FHiſtory of all 
A oo Sen ps. Ages, Will cafily inform 
ts Seo fophon edt US When mens Confct- 
ee emien & im ENCes ' draw them 'one 


eum ſenſum. Grot. prolegom.ad libr, 


te jure belli & pacis way, and their vices and 


flions another, they can 
then only fight by halves, and give but 
very faint and feeble ſtrokes: becauſe 
they are not inwardly pleas'd with what 
they do, or, as ws generally-ſpeak, do it 
not with a good will. But when their 
Conſciences ſhall,not only not keep back, 
but even allow and applaud: the ſtroke, 
It 


% 
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it will then fall very heavy, and make” 


diſmal havock whereſoever it comes. 
Fourthly and Laftly, Such an Army as 
this muſt needs be full of. undaunted 
courage, bravery and reſolution, becauſe 
their Religion wall ſettle in their minds 
that principle, which is the only. foun- 
dation of all true courage, I mean fear- 
leſneſs and contempt of death. ' It is a 
contradiction tg ſuppoſe that thoſe men, 
who are afraid of death, can go with any 
manner of true courage into the Field, 
where they ſhall be ſo very likely to meet 
that, which they are ſo very much afraid 
of. But thoſe who havegood reaſon not 
to fear death; and that ch as are Re- 
ligious onely can have, may fafely and 
chearfully go out ta meet 1t, and defy it 
whereſoever they find at. Such men as 
theſe therefore are onely fit: for true 
Warriours : The Righteous, as Solomon 


tells us,are bold as a oa they will main- 7+ 23 


tain their poſts, 'even in the 'midſt of - 


death, andb be fo far. 93 fiyirig from at, | 


that 


a 
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: = _ will bear up againlt it, with as 


much courage and reſolution, as if they 
really meant to conquer and outbrave it. 

And what cannot ſuch a Religious 
Army as this do? Shall not Succels at- 
tend on them, on whom Conduct and 
Courage always wait? Or ſhall it be pol- 
{ible tor them to fail of Victory, who 
fight for a good Caule, with good Con» * 
{ciences, with reſolute and prudent 
Minds, with vigorous and active Bo- 
ces ? 

Thirdly. We ſhall find the Influence 
of Rolintng towards the romoting the 
Publick Good and —_ rity of any 
Nation, much greater, if we procced to 
conſider farther, how much it oonduceth 
to the increale of its Riches, Plenty and 
Frade; and that moreeſpecially by theſe 
three ways. 

Firſt, By encouraging Diligence and 
Induſtry, which we all know are the pa- 
rents. of Riches and Plenty. Religion 
allows. no Man tobe: aſclcl or. unem- 


ploy'd, 


<4 
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ploy'd, but allots us all our ſeveral tasks,*** © * 
| andſets all hands to work for the increaſe* */*;» ** 
and benefit of the Common . Stock. It 
condemns all ſuch as are zdle and Work : 7in. 5. © 
not at all, exhorts us not to be flotful in * '* 
buſineſs, and exprelly commands every "+ 
| Man to fludy ts do bs wn Bufaneſs, aud to 
 awork with bis own hands. If then zn all *** '* 
labour there ts profit, of the thoughts of the *::.; 
w | daligent tend onely to plenty, aud the haud of 
| the diligent maketh rich ; How mightily 
wilt. Riches and Plenty there abound , 
where every particular Memberot | the 
Community ſhall make has own labour 
and diligence, a ture Fund for Publick 
Wealth and Plenty. 
Secondly, By promoting frugalaty and 
go00d husbandry ; I do not mean 'ſtingi- 
neſs or covetouineſs, for thefe Religion 
abhorreth : but oriely'a prudent care-not 
to ſquander away' our Wealth .im; Vice 
and Luxury. It 1s. mn vain for that Na- 
tion to hope to grow Rich; which ſpends 
as faſt or fafter by-Intemperance;/ ay 
C 2 | e 
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ſhe can get by Diligence : and laviſheth 
away by Luxury with one hand, more 
than ſhe can fetch in by Induſtry with 
tother. But there can be no fear at all 
of this in a Religious Nation ; becaule 
the Rules of Religion are Rules of ſo- 
briety and good husbandry ; and, as long 
as any Nation keeps to thele, it 15 impol- 
ſible it ſhould be extravagant. Luſt and 
Vice will indeed ſoon eat up the moſt 
Immenſe Treaſures, and what the Wiſe 
Man obſerves of 1ingle perſons, 1s every 


What as true of Whole Bodies or Com- 
ys. 21, MUNIties, T hat Nation that Joveth plea- 
ſure, 1mmoderate, forbidden pleaſure , 
ſhall be a poor Nation ; but it was never 


yet known that Sobriety, Temperance 
and Modeſty, which are the peculiar or- 
naments of the Righteous, impoveriſh'd 
or waſted the ſtock of any Nation ; but 
they often have, nay they always muſt , 


increaſe and double it. 


Thirdly, By making a Nation famous 


tor thoſe Vertues, which are the foun- 


dation 


— 
* 
4 \ 
% | 
K..oes —_—— - GT 1 FEY —_  —_— 


- Son of Syrach exprelleth it. 
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dation and encouragement of all mutual -* .* 
Commerce, and thereby inviting For-. *: @, * 
reign Nations to Converſe and Trade: © ® 
with it, Such are Juſtice, Honeſty, Sim- 
plicity and Sincerity in dealing, being: 
reaſonable and eafie 1n making Bargains, 
and exacty juſt and punctual keeping 
them when made ; ſuch Vertnes as thele 
will ſoon render any Nation atnfable in. 
the ſight of the World, and its acquain- 
tance and commerce very deſirable, and. 
can no more: farl of bringing Chapmen 
to its Markets, than Injuſtice, Diſhone- 
ity, Erickiſhnels, and Underhand-deal- 


ing, Extortion in making, and unfaith- 
falneſs in keeping Bargains, can fail of 
frighting them from them. There one- | 
ly will Men be fond of Trading,. where 

they can Trade with ſafety and. fecuri-+ 

ty., with benefit and advantage.: and 
there only can they do this; where /elr-,.,...... 
gion ſhall warrant them exatineſ; of ba=** 
lance and: weights, and of the Merchants, 


ndifjerent, wnapartial, fair,” ſelling, as. the. 
If 


[ Macc.?, 
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If then Religion inſtructs men, not 
onely by their "Diligence to bring in 


Riches to the Common-wealth, in which. 


they hive, but likewyle by their prudence 
and frugality to improve the ſtock lay'd 
in by Diligence: If it will make a nation 
lo famous1 that the merchants of the country 
round about her, hearing of her fame, ſhall 
take gold and fiker very much,with ſervants 


and come to-buy; 1 think I need not thank: 


any man for alſenting to the truth of my 


Third propolition, 1.3. that-- Religion | 


conduceth very much, towards the in- 
creaſe of Riches, plenty and trade, among 


any people. 
And now {furely I ſhall hardly be 


ask'd to make good 


My Fourth Propoſition, which 1s this: 


that Religion conduceth as much to- 
wards the ; gaining honour and refpect to 
any nation, from all the nations round 
about it. F or this 1s 1o plain and ne- 
ceſſary a conſequence from what has been 
already {aid, that I ſhould think it a re- 


flechon 
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flection upon a ſuch an auditory as this, to 
Ipend any long time -m a folemn proof” 
of it, For who knows not, that a nation 
that either enjoys it ſelf 3 in peace at 
home ,- and 11s famous for bertpg uſeful 
and- beneficial to alt othep.nations: or 
at leaſt is vidtorious im all it's wars a- 
broad; that flouriſtheth'-in wealth and 
plenty, and 'extends' it's trade over the 
whole earth, muſt needs be honourable 
among al] neople! 2 Who knows not that, 
as love and kimdneſs do invite, fo power 
and wealth command reſpe&: and” ve- 
neration ? | 
I ſhall therefore-but jult* mention 

two other confiderations, proper under 
this head. 

Firft, That a Religious nation will 
be reſpected purely for it's being Re- 
ligious. Religion 1s a thing, 4n It {elf, 
ſo truly FREY 4 ſo agrecable to the rea- 
fon and nature of man, and ſo worth 
of and like to God, that, however ſon i 
few men may make a hard ſh ift, by do- 
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ing violence to their natures, to contemn 
and neglect it, yet the far greater part 
of mankind always have had, and al- 
ways will have, a veneration for it. In- 
ſomuch that we may ſafely obſerve, as 
Tully did of old. concerning the beleif 
.of a "Deity, that there 1s hardly any na- 
tion ſo barbarous , and ſo entirely for- 
laken of good manners, that doth not 
relpect and honour ſuch as are truly 
Religious. And therefore we find $6- 
Inmoz, throughout his 'whole book of 
Proverbs, make honour a con{tant atten- 
dant upon wi/dom or Religion. 

Secondly, Religion 1s the great pa- 
tronels of Arts and Sciences : they al- 
ways walk in. her train, and flouriſh 
where ſhe flouriſheth. For, as ſhe pre- 
{erveth men from thoſe vices, which 
ſwallow up both their time and parts, 
and leave them neither opportunity. nor 
capacity to improve in Art and Know- 
ledge, and, by 1o doing, keeps them al- 
ways 1n a ht temper, ready and peepard 

or 
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for {tudy and buſineſs:lodoth ſhe likewiſe 
encourage and command them to be a]- 
ways exerciſing their Talents, improving 
their faculties, and exerting all their ut- 
moſt -powers, in making uſeful ſearches 


and -etquiryes for the good and benefit 


of mankind. And when men ſhall di- 
ligently bring all their natural faculties, 
in-their full force and vigour, under the 
command of Religion, to lay cloſe ſiege 
to the fort of knowledg, how can they 
poſſibly fail of taking it ? 

"> This' then will be' another part of a 
Righteous Nation's Glory : It's Learn- 


ing ſhall be equal to it's Piety, make it 


admir'd and courted by all abroad, and 
all the foreign ſons of Learning, that 
nobler and better .part of the World, 
ſhall riſe up and pay obeyſance to it, 
"Thus much will -Rehigion, confider'd 
in it (elf, do towards the exalting of any 
Nation. And here T dare appeal to the 
Atheiſts themſelves , how little ' ſoever, 
they may care to = any thing in com- 
mendation 


. 
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mendation of Religion, whether what I 
+ have ſaid of it be oat true, I am ſure 
if they will not allow it to be ſo, they 
have done very foohfhly in giving Re- 
ligion the name of a State- Engine, of . a 
politick device to keep peoplein awe and 
200d order, of an Inſtrument of Govern- 
ment , and the like. But to proceed ; 
Religion will ſtill do much more, to- 
wards the exalting of any Nation, bo we 
conſider it. 

Secondly, As it gives a Nation a ſure 
Title to the protedtion, favour, and blel- 
ſing of God, who 1s the Supream Lord 
_— Gon of the World, and /etteth 


up, or pulleth down Nations, when and 
as he pleaſeth; a ſure Title, indeed, even 


as ſure, as the F idelity or Juſtice of God 
himſelf can make it. 

Firſt, As his Fidelity, by which he 
becomes engag'd to make good thole 
Promiſes of his Fayour and Protection, 
which he has been pleasd to make to 
Righteous Nations 1n Scripture. Thus 
1n 


| niimdmeits ; that the Ford thy God will 
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in the Twenty Eighth Chapter of Den-* . and 
teronomy , to name no- more: | And it rk an 
ſhall come to paſs, if thou ſhalt hearken *'*" Ar 
diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy Vt 
God, to obſerve and to do all his Com- 


- ; Wo 
GO 


| ſet thee on high, above all the ' Nations 
of the Earth. - And all theſe Bleſſmgs 
ſhalt come on thee , and overtake thee, if 
thou ſhalt hearken' unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in 
the City, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the 
Field; Bleſſed ſhall 'be the fruit of thy 
Body , and the fruit of thy ground, and 
and the fruit of thy cattle, the increaſe of 
thy kine and the flocks of thy Sheep. Bleſ- 
ſed ſhall be thy basket and thy flore. Bleſ- 
ſed ſhalt thou be, when thou comeſt 1m, and 


Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeft ont. 

Which promules , - attho' they were 

primarily deſign'd for the Few!fh Na- 

tion, we are warranted to apply to our 

ſelves, by the Holy Spirit of God, which 

tells us, that whatſoever things Were wigs 
D 2 written 
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written afore-time, were written for aur 

Learning, that we, through patience and | 

comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. 

And,if we will allow the proceedings of 

Divine Providence,all along in times paſt, 

to have been a ſilent pattern and int1- 

mation of what it deſign'd todo in times 

to come, we have {till a more ample 

promiſe to depend upon ; it being plain 

from many examples, that publick Re- 

ligion and publick happineſs have con- 

ſtantly gone hand in hand, and the 

one been the ſure Reward of the other. 

A moſt remarkable Inſtance of which 

we have in the Jewzſh People, who, to 

ule the Words of Of- 

he REES caſt avins * in Minutius Fe- 

wares [Oi emer, ix concerning them, as 
de paucis innumeri fattt , de egentibus . 

divites, de ſervientibus Reges. long FA) they I or ſhipped | 

Ged , Chaftly , Inmcently | 

and Religiouſly : as long as they continu- 

ed 1n obedience to his moſt wholeſom Pre- 

cepts ; of a ſmall handful of Men were 

made a Nation without number ,, were 

lifted 


E its 
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| and from Slaves became * 
Princes. And St, Auſtin + =. _— de civitate Det, y, 


o 
- 


was of opinion, that God 
gave Succeſs to-the Roman Arms, and 
| anlarg'd and proſperd their Empare , 
purely becaule they were {trictHy and 
Imcerely Religious, tho' in. a miſtaken 
way, and, as one of the 
Antiens * ſycaks , kept = pom richie 
cloſe to that, which 1s the 
main end aud buſineſs of Man, ih/ not n 
reality, yet in purpoſe -and i;teation. But 
Secondly, Had not God beea pleas'd to 
have made us any Promiſes of this, yet. 
nevertheleſs we ſhould have had ſuthci-- 
ent ſecurity for it, in his Juſtice : by 
| which he {tands bound, at ſome time 
or other, to make a difference: between 
| the good and the bad, between ſuch as 
ſerve him, aud ſuch as ſerve him not,. to 
reward the one, and to puniſh the other. 
Now this is a piece of Juſtice, which 
can onely be done to Nations 1n- this 


World, 
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World, becauſe there will be an end of 
all diſtinct Bodies and Communities in 
the next. Since then God 1s in Juſtice 
bound to reward a Righteous Nation : 
and ſtnce every Nation, conſider'd as 
ſuch , muſt have it's Reward in this 
World ; we may ſafely conchude a Righ- 
teous Nations Title, to the preſent favour 
and Blefling of God, ſecure and infallt- 
ble. 

And what a Glorious Nation muſt 
that needs be, which ſhall be ſure of 
having God*for her Friend and Helper ? 
How ſecurely ſhall ſhe enjoy her ſelf in 
Peace, which has the God of Peace to 
dwell with her ? Or, at leaſt, how vict- 
orious ſhall ſhe be n War, when the 
Lord of Hoſts ſhall go forth with her 
Fleets and Armies, and Fzght her Battles 
for her? Shall not her garners be full 
and plenteous with all manner of Store,who 
has the Lord of the whole Earth to ſupply 
them? And ſhall not her Treature- 
houſes abound with Gold and Silver; 
who 
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who 1s a peculiar favourite of him, who 
alone hath 1t in his power, to rake Poor 
and to make Rich ? To what a prodrgious 
height of grandeur and reſpect ſhall that 
Nation be exalted,to which the Lord him- 


ſelf ſhall get fame and praiſe in every land, - 


which he ſhall take to himſelf for a People 
and for a name, for a praiſe and for a glory ? 
Happy, yea beyond all expreſſion happy, 
ſhall ſuch a Nation asthis be, which ſhall 
bave the Lord for it's God. 

From what has been ſaid it plain- 


ly appears, 


Firſt, How much it is the Intereſt of 
Princes and Magiltrates, both by their - 


Examples and their Laws, their Ter- 
ror and their Favour, to Countenance 
and Maintam an Univerlal Senſe and 
Practiſe of Religion among their Peo- 
ple. They ly indeed under many Ob- 
ligations to do this : under the Obliga- 
tions both of Duty and Gratitude to- 
him, from whom they have receiv'd their 
Authority : under the. powerful. Obli- 
* gations- 
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gations both of Hope and Fear : fear of 
tuture puniſhment , if they abuſe the 
Power committed to their Charge, for 
the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well : hope of a fu- 
w.1+ ture reward, it like true Mni/ters of God, 
they are careful to execute wrath upon 
them that dy evil. But, were they under 
none of thele, yet methinks their obliga- 
tions, in point of Policy, ſhould be ſtrong 
enough. For ſince a Nation that 1s 
truly Religious cannot fail of becoming 
truly happy, great and glorious : What 
can Governours , whoſe Happinels, 
Greatneſs and Glory conſiſts in , and 
mult neceſlarily rile or fall in proporti- 
on to, that of their People, do more pru- 
dently, than endeavour , by all poſlible 
ways, to make their people a Religious, 
that 1s, a happy, flouriſhing, and renown- 
ed people? The Religion of Subjects is 
indeed the great fafe-guard and ſecurity 
of any Government, nor can 1t poſſibly 
long ſtand faſt without 1t ; but this 1s not 
all, 
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all, it 1s alſo a ſure Fountain of ſuch blel- 
'{ings; as will at once.mnake it both -eafie 

and proſperous, and adorn and lighten 
the Adminiſtrationof it. Give me leave 


then to Addrels my ſelf toGovernours,m 
the Words of the Wiſeſt Governour that 


- ever livd; Exalt wiſdom, and ſhe ſhall "&. 


promote thee, Jhe ſball bring thee "to honour 
awhen' thou doft embrace. her. She ſhall give 
'to'thine head an ornament of grace, a Crown 
of Glory ſhall ſhe deliver. to thee. 

Secondly; Hence all- Subjects; learn, 
[which is their: beſt and: eevieſt way. of ex- 
-preſling their Love and Loyalty;towards 

their Prince and/Country; If they de- 
fire to-ſee theſe.in a happy.and flouriſh- 
10g condition, let them: endeavour, as far 
-as, pollibly they can, to. put them into it 
by their Righteoulneſs.; let them prove 
the ſuncerity of thei; Jelres by the good- 
neſs of their lives, and take this certain 
way.to make their Country as great and 
happy, .as 'they: pretend to wiſh |1t may 
be. ' Let but; every -Man of them! be fo 
_—— E kind 
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kind ito his Nation, as'to for/aketthe 801] 
of bis ways, and retarn unto the Lord, and 
from the inſtant of :their becoming: an 
Holy, they 'ſhall,. they-1mult, become a 

#/appy People. As longas Younb [CON= 
tint/d:in the Ship-contraty'toGod's wall, 
the Sea was Stormy and Tempeltnous ; 
bat, as ſoon as ever\he' was thrown ourt,, 
the Seaceasd from" her xageng. A true 
and:lyvely.emblenethisof the Fatewhich 
Nations may. expecÞfrom .Providence; 
as: longas'they-cheridlrany thing-among 
them, aehich Godhates, |they will be'wn 
Unhappy.and En le;bat 


no ſooner ſhallithey have p them- 
4elves of .every'thi _ bi dilpteaſai 
in his-ſight, but: ther nzs vÞ Heayen 


ſhall dekceind uponithern, wn 'the! Favour 
of the Moft High: ſhall voerflhutotu thens. Th 
vain do we talk of Securing vur:Govern- 
ment againſt-Confpirators' and Plotters, 
whilſt we our felves-betray it by chekm- 
morality of our Lxves, al do. our Bine- 
mies buſineſs more effoctually for them, 
than 
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than . they can poſlibly do it for them- 
ſelves., Never alas! 1s any Nation in. « £ 
ſd much danger from any thing, as from 
the General Corruption of the Lives and 
Manners of its Inhabitants; fox belides, 
that, this doth, by a natural” efficiency, , 
diſable and-unfit Men for the Segvice, of 
the Common-wealth in, which, they live, 
- itdoth\likewiſe ſtop. the Bleſlings of Hea- 
| ver from deſcending upon it; nay,. and 
which is infinitely worſe, ſometimes turns 
them into Curſes agajnlt it, Let us then. 
beware of Rac? ſort of reaſon, and. 


TiC 1OTt Q 
- by that True Loyalty, the. goodneſs of 
- our Lives, not one]y render our. ſelves: 
uſeful Servants to; our Country ,. but 
likewile draw, down the Bleſlings of God 
upon 1t. 
More particularly now, when ous E- 
nemues ſeem to haye laid; alige all, hopes. 
of prevailing againſt us, and the Divine: 
Providence, ſeems, in. infinite T.ove and, 
Congdelcenſion, to be reconciling it ſelf 
to us, and deſigning great things for vs : 
E 2 let 
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letus be careful not to live our ſelves back 
again into God's diipleaſure, and our E- 
nemies contempt ; I mean, not to live ſo 
2 as, by the JiMloreneſt and fachoulneſs 
of our lives, to give our Enemies new 
hope and courage againſt us, not ſo, asto _ 
1.26. provoke God, to bring a Sword upon Us, 
rut: a that ſhall avenge the quarrel of his Cram: 
nant, and ſo cauſe us to be ſmitten before 
our Enemies, and to ſerve them i hunger, 
and im thir#t, aud in nakedneſs, and in want 
of all things. But let us all unite, in one 
common bond of Love and Charity > 
and in one ſtedfaſt reſolution to amend 
our Lives and become better for the 
future, that ſo we may become a Terrour 
to our Enemies, and a Bleſſing to our 
ſelves, the darlings and favourites of 
Heaven, and the praiſe and glory of all +» 
the Earth. In a word; let us be exhort- 
wir.as, £d, In the words of Moſes to the Chil { 
; dren of ah to walk in God's flatutes, 
and to keep his Commandments , and do 
them, 
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them , and then we ſhall moſt Y—- 
inherit thoſe Bleflings, which he pro-' 
miſled them upon condition of -their 


Obedience ; Then will the Lord give 6.6 ap 
Perce tn our Land, and we ſhall lhe” * 11, 5 


dewn, and none ſhall make us raid: 

He Twill make us plenteous _ Geols, in 
the fruit of our Bodies , in Me "fruit of 
our Cattel , and in the Fruit of ou; 
Ground. He will open unto us his g:01 
Treaſures, the Heaven to give the Rains 
unto our Land in his ſeaſon, and to bleſs 
all the Work of our hands : and wwe ſhall 
lend unto many Nations , and ſhall not 
borrow. Then will he make: us the head, 
aud not the tail ; and. we ſhall. be above 

oxely , aud ſhall not be beneath. 


And when can we more properly begin 
ſuch a glorious and noble work as thas, 
a work of ſuch publick and umveriat 
concernment, than on this Auſpicious: 
day, on which the brow of our lluftrious- 
SOverargh. 


\ HP 


_— A: Sermon Preach d Tere the © 
Soveratet firſt oracd the Crown of theſe 


Realms? When can. we more properly. 


which ſhe firſt recerwwd him for her 
Guardian, who has for thole many years 
( many, if computed by the bleflings 
which we have enjoy'd'in them; but few, 


which werſtill: wiſhand pray for )' has, 
under God, been the: Lifter up of her 
head'? When more. properly begin to 
think of procuring the Bleſſings of 
Heaven upon: us, than on. this happy, 
happy day, which brought us one of it's 
firlt' and greateſt Bleſſings? O may e- 


and fincerely dedicate himſelf to God's 


ſepvice, for the. future; ſo-ſtrictly and 
conſcientiouſly obſerveand lIiveup to the 


and 


refolve upon exaltemng onr Natron, than on 
3 this pronuſing and: encouraging day on- 


exceeding: few, if compard with thoſe: 


very individual man of us ſo entirely 


precepts of his:maſt Holy-Religiorr; that 
the name of our God may be awoll ſpoken 
of, the Reign of our King made long! 


®. 4, - 
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and proſperous, our Nation jet up on 

hy,h above all, Natzons, and every par- 
ticular Member of it render'd happy, 
both 'mn this. World, and'that which 1s-to 


[£OMC. 


| [Grawthi, O Merciful Father for the 
fake of thy Dear Son Chrilt Jeſus, #0 

aohom with" thee, and the Holy $pi- 

y rit, be. all 'Elonour and Glory, Might, 
| Majefly and Dominion, from hence- 


] 


forth and for evermore. . +Atnen. 
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